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Thinking beck of the GPID/UNU experiernce I am
often struck by how extremely different the members of the team
wer;. Ard I have, all the time, tried to understand how this
affects such an undertaking. Basically this becomes a question
of underataéding the variables: which are the key variables
that can be used to differentiate among scholers in a research
project the goal of which is not only to come to grips, intel-
lectually, with what happens in ﬁha warld,-but also to have some

ideas about whst to do, politically speaking. The distinction

"gosls vs. processes’cuts across this; there are both intellec-
tual and political aspects of both goels and processes. How-
ever, by and large omne may say that the intellectual mode af
analysis is concerned with dascriptian/explanatiqg; including
description of goal-states for social processes whereas the po-

litical mode of andysisis normative/volitional. Temperament enters!

The key distinction now to be made, for both -

variables, is between conventionsl and innovative. By no means

is there any implicatioﬁ to the effect that the conventional is
more easy, in. the academic sensa,lthgn the innovative, The
point here is not that the author necessarily is that innova-
tive, only that he is threading on relatively new paths. By.
'‘conventional" 1 simply mean Jnothing much. hew" although the old
that is being said sgain may be said in a.very convincing man-

ner, being backed up by better and more theory and data than

before.
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More particularly, the intsllectually conventinnal

expresses itself part;y at the level of the paradigm, partly at
the level of the intellectual craftsmanship. To ma.the most
conventional would be to work from the books and articles by
others, never with any direct cqn;act with sccial reality, trust-

ing what is written more than one’s eyes and ears. Some of those
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books and articles may, of course, contain statistical data and
records, but the contact with direct, immediate sccial reality
is nevertheless not there. The social experience is mediated;

ome sees through the eyes of other people.

In the intaellectually innovative there would, st

least, be a solid element of direct experience that.is expressed
in the intellectualproduct. This,.oF course, shnuld‘gn beyond
the anecdotal and persocnal although Bﬁch impressions should not
be undervalued. There would be an aelement of direct data-collec-
tion, which would call for the skills of the sociologist and
anthropolog@at and historian. The library recedes a little in
the background as source of insight in social reality. If pos-
sible participatory observation substitutes for éure observation;
there is an element of Erlebung (of the really experiential) in
what is ultimately written. And added to this come experiments
with new paradigms, new variables and dimensions and typologies, .

new ways of weaving the threads together.

- . In the politically conventional there would be

a limited spectrum if political imagiration. By and large it
would move inside the vary.smpirical even in the serse of the
domimant: the blue market-societies, thé red plan-societies and
tﬁa pink im-betwéah. Inaida‘thia conventionalism one may be
"progressive" - but yhéthar that word should be used for the
pink/red part of the spectrum br far chanée (From blue to red

or vice versa) is an open quastion. In any case political think-

ing does not go outside this one-dimen'sional spectrum.
. ¢
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The politically innavative would go outside;

in my way of using the terms, towards the green and the yeallaw.
There would be visions of the qualitatively different, new poli-
tical paradigms, so to speak. Neediess to say,]ua; as for the

intellectual dimension, innovation is no guarantee for quality.
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My own classification of the GPID team is:

A _ Botez-Celac
Mal lmann Lim
Judge Farvar
Marcus Friberg/Hettne
: Danecki Poleszynski
INTELLEC TUALLY Mushako ji F ischer
INNOVATIVE . Masini Steppacher
Valaskakis Iertosa
ealay Alger
Amin Wemegah
i .
INTELLECTUALLY vine/Miles | K .
CONVENTIONAL Zemelman Addo Marga
‘ Qist T AL
: reye N
—
POLITICALLY POLITICALLY
CONVENT IONAL INNOVATIVE

The classification of anything as cdmplax as a conéreta pefson
can certainly be disputad.. Even the plaasiFication of papers by.
people is @ complex affair. But by and large this was my impres-
sion. And, since I would classify myself in the top left gorner
there is, of course, a value judgmenﬁ involved: I thinmk that is
the best paqitiun. Ard one is grateful for whatever there is

of the intellectually and politically inﬁnvative. However, I
have often a feeling thag‘thQ/BhQQld, and also'do,tend to go hand
in'hand. The politically innovative demands.a new approach also
intallectuaily; a new intelléctual approach may easily lead to
implications that are not mereiy intellectual. Above éll, people
tend to be inmnovative or conventiunal, and this does not come in
watertight cumpartuanée. But there may be objactive'hsasons why
inmovation in the intallacﬁual sphere does ndt spill nJer into
tha pnlitical:'liFa-in & reprassive socie;y, lack of political
experience, etc, And'vicéuversa: the politically innovative may

not be accompanied by the intellectually innovative for lack of

training, exposure, motivation or what not.

From this table it can easily be seen that the



GPID project, in a sense, was Five different projecta There was
the solid effort to do what has been done very often: a blue or rad
analysis, using all kinds of material and books and probsbly quite
a lot of footnotes, of the world. The GPID havingle leftist tilt
the blue cell has only one member, from Canada, with what I used
to call the DECD approach. The red cell has a number of members
producing a more or less marxist snalysis of the world, with a hea-
vy emphasis on economic factors, somatimes‘trying to meke it look
as if the world is a relatively integrated system (which the term
"world-system", the hyphen being the key symbol, connotes). Then
there is a group more interested in intellectual imnovation, not
in concrete political expression -~ in approaches, ways of looking
at things, new dimensions, etc. It is META, and as such often at
a high intellectu=zl level. Then, bottom right, “a-gruup that
wants tb regrient society but using ' - conventional intellec-
tuasl spproaches (possibly with the excaﬁticn of Marga for dialo-
gues, but them I am not so sure that these were dislogues). And
Finally there is a group trying to d§ both, more or less well.

The group I_ﬁerscnally‘would feel closest to. In this group

risks are being teken, intellectually and politically, often mak- .
ingdtha product look less solid tﬁan what is produced in the first

two groups. But that is s price worth paying.

Is a project that diverse .at all possible?
Certainly, for even if two axes have been‘made use of here the
people concerned are not that different. The problem would be
the conventional red cell because of the lack of interest in dia-
logue displayed by some of the membar;._-That, however, may Nnot
be so important - the dialogue can be carried cut by others. More
important is the question of what kind of working gﬁoups one shoulc
have. And here it may look as if, in retrospect, it would have
been better to have had these Fiye groups, or at least to have

paid more attention to these two axes than to the micro-macro di-

mension. Tension hetwsen rather than withiny and then dialogue!



